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The German delegates to the Prague neeting of the Soviet=bloe foreign ministers

(20-23 October) were Georg Derbinger, Anton Ackermann, Heleme Berner (Dertinger's
assistant), Peter Florin (

chief of the politieal division of the Foreign Ministry),
Y4ilheln lledssner (formerly Grotewohl’s essistant in the ZK of the SED, now chief

of the press sectionr in the Forelgn Ministry). Intensive proparations besan on
17 October with a tuo=hour visit by Ambassador G.li. Pushkin to Dertinger; a ses-
sion of the Kisine Komnmission of the Foreign liinistry; and an extended meeting
bebusen Derbinger and Ambassador ¥.S. Somepov in the evening., A% the same time
a brief history of the alleged "splitiing" tectics of the westorn powers in Ger—
mny was hurriedly put together by the ilinistry staff for the delepation,

2, Foreign ldnister V.li. lolotov arrived in Prague with Gribanov, hsad of the Ger=

man desk of the USSR Foxeign inistry, carrying the complete text of the docu=

ment which was published unchanged et the epd of the meeting. The Poles and

Czechs suggested a few changes, which wers reojected. One suggestion was the

inclusion of a paragraph on ex=German officers active in West Gormany,uwnder

¢he general heading of war criminals. lolotov veloed this, sayiap that all

Gerran war crininals were sentenced im luremberg., There was some discussion

of the word "parity” im point 4 of the program, but the word was left in.

3., lbolotov dold Dertinpger his chief task now was %o enter into peaceful diplomatic

nogotintions with rosponsible West German politiclans, in oxder Yo implement
the Progue progran.

L. Dertinger remarked in th> course of a private conversation after his return
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Sinee his weburn, however, Dertingsr hes wemariked that the CDU must coopsrale
conpletely with the SED in ¢the next two years or go under. Thus, propagands
work in bohalf of the Nationmal Fromt, bsgun for the Octoksr elections, is te
convinue indefinitely, end all responsible govermment fumctionaries must make
regular visitvs to their assigned "Patenkreise? %o speak for the National Fromb.

The satellite delegates wers evidently impresged by the outcoms of the DDR

election. Molotov was visibly impressed, Dorbingsr won @ case of champagns
from Pushkin on an election bet, Fushikin betbing the DDR. would gob not mows
than a 75 pereent effixmative wote,

Walter Ulbricht womarked Go Dertinger in Septembsr 1950 that It was high ¢ims
Ackermann got oub of the Foxeign Ministry in order to work om West Cermap problems
in thfﬁsm ZK, Derbinger said ’@M‘% h@ would resign if Acksrmann wore vaken from
him,¥*

The ban on leaves Lfor F@r@ﬂ.gn Mindstry personnel has been lited. Xt had been

Imposed in the fixst place bocauvss many of the senior officials wers compalled

to devote their time to elsctiomsering, and all the wost of the @‘hasff’ had %o 25X1
stay on the job to carzy on the affairs of the Ministwy.

% @@ﬁ;@j@g This is difficult %o evaluate. Derbingeris remekk was made 25X 1

er the influence of alechol. There is no obther evidencs of & securildy
guarantee, either written or oxal, nor is the precise fowmmulation givemu

% gci_qmm__;e_,mis This is also difficult to evaluvate, as Dorbinger is prome bo

think in Germs of the security of his own position first. 25X1

ek :@wis Thig 18 in rogard to rumors that Derbingsr is slated for wo-

moval as Foreign Minister., Whatever reshuffling doss taks place in the DDR
ministries will probably come after the session of theVolkskeumer early ian
Novenbsr, _
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